


I TUFPF 

/was this-thisN 

BURST OF ENERGV 
AROUNP HER, LIKE 
FIREINORKS-- 
ANP SHE SAIP , 

L.07/V5 inorp-A 


K MR. CAROL, X 
MAV X SPEAK TO 
you OUTSIPE FOR 
V A /MOMENT? V 


'SUPERMAN".'* 


A I'M X, 
' TELLING YOU, 1 
SHE WAS AWAKE 
, ONE MINUTE i 
X. ago/ 


I KNOW 


IT SOUNPS 
. CRAZV-- a 


EXACTLY—! 


r you'RE ^ 
WRONG, POCTOR/ 
I KNOW WMAT 
SJ I SAW/ 1 


r you x 

MISUNPERSTANP \ 

ME. YOU'VE BEEN 
GOING WITHOUT 
SLEEP FOR TOO / 

MOST LIKELK ' 
EXPLANATION FOR 
WHAT you SAW IS 
THAT yoUR M/NP 
MT\ WAS PLAVING 
\ TRICKS OK , 
V you. 


SHE'S X 
COMING OUT 
OF HER 

^ COW. J\ 


f LOIS' 
W^x LOIS, 











*A$ SEEN IN 
SUPERMAN #23! 




/// 


W ON THE MONITORS y 
/ INPICATES ANV CHANGE \ 
\ IN HER CONPITION, MR. J 
V CAROL. SHE'S STILL / 
_ K. COMATOSE. X 



you, ON THE^^H 
W OTHER HANP, HAVE T~> 
j BEEN KEEPING WATCH t~i 


j ij j'/ 

1 AT HER SIPE FOR PARS... ^ 














r IT JUST 
SOUNPS SO.. 
UN-SUPER. 


"CLARK 

KENT"? 


REALLV? 


HE KNOWS 
MV NAME. 


IT'S BAD ENOUGH THAT 
THIS STRANGER CALLING 
HIMSELF THE PSVCHO 
PIRATE KNOWS MV 
SECRET. 


WHAT'S WORSE 
IS HOW HE 
KNOWS. 


SOMEHOW 
HE CAN REAP 
MV M/NP. 










J ^ CORRECT 
• /ME IF I'M WR0N6, \ 
BUT AREN'T THEV THE 
VILLAINS WHO HAVE 
BEEN TRVINS TO BAT 
V YOUR BRAIN ALL V 


PAV? : 


pip you a 
FAVOR.' 


I TOOK HECTOR'S 
MASSIVE NoeeiN 
. OUT OF THE / 
V FISHT/ ^4 


...ANP OVER 
THERE... ANP 


H Mr 

\sJ\you? ilRV 


IN NAT 

k 7 PIP YOU PO \ 

□ TO HBCTOR \-~- 
MHA/HlHONP anp! A 
\ TNB H.I.V.B. A 

V QUBBN? / M 




j it Ml r B^AVV 




^ImWTHERE... I REALLV 



III It Of PIPN'T EXPECT 



1 /m MI her to exPLoPB VW 



ll I/M. M 1 INTO PSIONIC GOO \k 



1 / '//MU A k WHEN I AMBUSH EpJGB 



| ^^■■^HER' AST 



fe Mr^rM AMtKtWJm for who 

\\Xjk 

z/ \n r \l\ h 

| 'Ww am "' 

HL 

1 1 


' 411®: 

i ''^^aPSv "' 


>^2} ' z ■ Y M -Vi 


W* 'W /&ST 

\-\ i/ - > (s y 



#J(1»8 skw 




Fas for the queen, 1 

WELL, THERE'S A g 


l. LITTLE BIT OF HER / 

:W flU 

ifc 

IVOVER THERE.-^p^ 


r WH 

1 

// 

J \Jg 

^M^*also as seen 


3 

v//Z <T'///// 

Sx&iL /jjF 

/N $UP£RMAN #23! 1 

l W 

" — ^ 

mi fff . 


RBAP IT ALRBAPV! \ 






...BETTER IF 
I SHOW you 
SOMETHING 
. FIRST. 


TOllCM 

ME/ 


W INTERESTING ^8 
B THING, THOUGH, f 
| IT'S NOT ANXIETV F 
^FOR yOURSEUF^/? 

IT'S ANXIETV 
~ FOR THE SAFETY^ 
OF THE PEOPLE YOU 
LOVE THE PEOPLE 
WHO'P BE IN PANGER 
IF THE WORLP 
k KNEW YOUR REAL A 
1L. NAME. 


rn\ ™ 

JUST MOPIFVING 
VOUR EMOTIONS 
V A LITTLE... v 


WOW. 


I CAN FEEL ~ 
' THE SUSPICION 
FLOWING OFF yOUR 
, BRAIN LIKE A 
^ TSUNAMI / ^ 


SUSPICION, 

F COMBINER WITH ^ 
ANXIETV ABOUT yOUR 
SECRET IPENTITV 
V BEING BLOWN ANP a 
PS .KNOWN. Zd 

TOTALLV^B 
UNPERSTANP- K 
able, 


BUT youcAN\ x WJM w 
m/iy, CLARK, 

, I'M NOT THE I'M HERE^ 
V ENEMV. . TO SAVE 
L~l/m« PEOPLE, JUST 
LIKE y ou.^ 

r^TMERE 1 TO^i 
H SAVE THE ■ 

w&Xworlp.M 


f WHV S, 
r woulp i ^ 
FOLLOW vou...? 
ARE VOU? ARE 
VOU POING 
v SOMETHING , 
Vto ME...? .-i 


Y ANP \ 
IT STARTS ' 
HERE, IN THE 
HEART OF . 
YH.I.V.E. A- 


BEHOLP 







QUEEN. 


PRISON FOR 
.PSYCHICS. . 


i Iff 11,11 


ftMfM / L 



V] 

*§§' f 

r% U mVUjk i lT^h| 




liz 

fiNTiNfij 



1 JJh^z 



J; 

sS/f Ml n 

jTjJf JU ( 



• .'ii 


Pli^g^F-7 

/ THIS IS THE PRIPEl 


ANP JOV OF OUR 1 

r lf//ll^^ h i 

\PEARLV PEPARTEP J 


jBgg^y r 5t vi 

(WHO?/) L f ~| 


Mil tw 








STARTING WITH 

METROPOLIS. 


AT LEAST... 
NOT UNTIL 
V NOW. y 


SHE PLANNEP TO USE THAT 
ACCUMULATES PSIONIC 
POWER TO MENTALLY . 
k ENSLAVE THE ENTIRE A 
^ WORLP. 


THE QUEEN SPENT THE LAST 
FEW VEARS KIPNAPPING 
PSVCHICS ANP STORING . 


I'VE SPENT 
r THE LAST FOUR ~ 
yEARS TRVING TO 
RIPE /MV FELLOW 
PSVCHICS FRO/M HER. 
i BUT I COULPN'T 
k SAVE THEM i 
ALL. 


THEM HERE. 


'■■■SUCKING' 
THE PSIONIC 
ENERGY OUT 
OF THEIR 
’'sMINPS. > 

fcrSTEALING 
■ IT FOR 

WLherself. 


RECOGNIZE 
. THEM? 


TRUTH ABOUT 
. THEM* ^ 


•as seen in 
SUPERMAN 
ANNUAL #2! 


THE 

TWENTY. 


BINGO. } 

TWENTV 

/ INNOCENT PEOPLE, \ 
f ALL LEFT WITH INCREPIBLE 
[ PSIONIC POWERS IN THE 
1 WARE OF BRA/N/AC'S 
\ LITTLE VISIT TO EARTH 
\ A FEW yEARS J 
BACR. 


BRAINIAC'S 
BEHINP 
^ THIS? J, 


T BRAINIAC'S^ 
COMING BACK. 
WE PON'T KNOW 
WHEN, BUT WE 
. KNOW WHAT 
k FOR. ^ 


yEAH. ANP 

B V THE WAV, THANKS 


LEFT ^ 
^THE TWENTV BEHINP 

as resr cases, to 

SEE IF HUMANITV CAN 
BE USEP AS VESSELS 
TO BE FILLEP-- 


v\ \V 


^ FOR SAVING THE PAV 

Sr BUT ^ 



A! BACR THEN. SINCERELV. 

HERE'S THE . 



7AM NICE WORK. LOVEP THE 

KTHI^A 



VA. WHITE T-SHIRT LOOK, y 

"Vi 


,7 v t 













A HERE ARE III 

■ HER MOST PRIZEPM 
\POSSESSIONS. JJL 

*/ F’’" yOUR FRIENP^t ST*’**/ ' Ss ^fr, 
Hf/ LOIS LANE MS Xf 7 . timMr’i / 

1 BEEN RELENTLESS IN \IL ] Wr^ j 





“ HER PURSUIT OF THE /r'^ Jf 7l As JH # 






r THE minps he ~ 
UPLOAPEP BEFORE HIS 
HO/ME WORLP WAS 
V PESTROVEP. ^ 


BECAUSE I'M ONE 
OF THE TWENTY, 
.CLARK. JUST LIKE , 
Iv THE QUEEN. 


BRAINIAC 

LEFT THE TRUTH Yfl 
. ABOUT HIS PLAN M 
\SEEPEP in OUR 1 1 

P^TROUBLE IS, ^ 
/THE QUEEN BECAME 
/ A TRUE BELIEVER 
OF BRAINIAC'S CAUSE. 
SHE WANTEP TO MAKE 
HUMANITY REAPV FOR HIS 
PLAN TO BE FULFILLEP 
k WHEN HE RETURNEP. 


AGAIN. 


THIS... \ / P r j WAS ONE^^i 
USEP K 0F THE QUEEN'S 1 
FIRST PRISONERS, 
Vr PO I>1 BUT 1 ESCAPES THIS 

■MEuR place before she 
, V COULP completely 
/ I \ M/NP-W/PE ME. / 


~ BUT ~ 
HOW PO 
YOU KNOW 
ALL THIS? 


■t.. / LUCKILY ITS ^ 

E. / POWERS TURNEP 

OUT TO BE MORE 
THAT'S PRACTICAL THAN 
7 WHEN I WENT MYTHICAL. 
LOOKING FOR THE 
FANCV HEAPGEAR 
I'M WEARING NOW. 

. THE MEPUSA , 

NL MASK. A 


THE MASK 
PROTECTS ME > 
FROM OTHER PSIONICS 
ANP AMPLIFIES MV 
k OWN PSYCHIC A 
POWER, jjp 


> ANP NOW ^ 
I'M GOING TO USE 
THAT POWER TO 
FREE THESE . 
PEOPLE. A 


BUT I ^ 
NEEP YOUR HELP, 
^ SUPERMAN. . 


I CAN ^ 
W FEEL YOUR POUBT. 
I YOU WONPER IF I'M 
\ REALLY ON YOUR 
SIPE. 

^ 


r you ^ 

WONPER IF I 
CAN REALLY BE 
k TRUSTEP. > 


WELL. 



■ V 



« * ' . "> /ii ^ r ^*xrjjSl/ 

ml 





WEaxJ ' 1 'Wl 



'imm 

mw ■ 


l II jJ 1 m gb/ilfrA Hj 

nr wmjbf $ jSfi 

y* m ' ]j/ m 

iflwsS 

\\ IX iVt //AH-.lyT'U 

nv 'W// /p\\ 1 mSgmjAQ 





Y yoU'RE N 
BURSTING WITH 
PSIONIC ENERSV, 
CLARK, ANP VOU 

. pont even 

V KNOW IT. 


yoUR BRAIN ^ 
r BURNS LIKE A STAR/ 
YOUR SVNAPSES 
L FIRE LIKE ALIEN 
L LIGHTNING! y 

Vmo x 

THAT ENERSV » 
TO FREE THESE ■ 
Y PEOPLE/ 


( PON'T \ 
i^STRUSSLE.J 

X LET m N, 
/ PO WHAT NEEPS 
■ TO BE PONE FOR 
j|V THE GREATER , 
H V /snnnr 4 





wf 






m 

/Jj^g 

Jk W 




a&r / 

■l J 


if II.// V 

1 jflj 


■ ■ A . A 


IT 



mr i 

l&gy I 







r YOU'RE 
INSANE' 


f pipn't see \ 

rue SVB8ALL-HBAT 

com ins. Guess you 
THINK QUICKER 
vTHAN I THOUGHT i 
\you pip^^J 

/ PON'T’^B 
/ WANT TO 
\ 8B PALS? I 

V«.y\ 


/Knell ^ 

PO THIS 
THE HARP 
. UVAY. > 


r BUT I'M ~ 
CHANGING THB 
BATTLBFIBLP, 
V CLARK... ^ 


rp t 



t mgs 





mm 

RRmfil 




11 ill 





wm/if 





CW5 I JUST 

sleep-flving?/) 


I WAS IN SOME SORT OF 
GIANT BEEHIVE- AND I 
W. AS BEARING SOME KIND 
OF BLUE AND RED- 


THAT 

SOUND/ 



THAT WAS THE 
WEIRDEST 
DREAM.' 




\ "...CHANGING IT 


k IN MV FAVOR. 1 ' T 













BUT MV EARS 
ARE RINGING 
UKE CHURCH 
BELLS - 


THOSE WERE 
TANK ROUNPS, 
FIRES FROM 
THE STREET' 


WHOEVER SIS IT 
IS ABOUT TO 
HAVE THEIR TOVS 
TAKEN- 



/ 




l _ /_ 













AIiPJM ' 1 


r ALL ^ 
UNITS 
F IKS AT 
. WILL.'.' 


BRINS IT 
POWNUj 


they 

T JUST SAW ~ 

X- x/ you TAKE 

NOT ROCKETS TO THE 
THREAT, CHEST! WHILE YOU 
CLARK?/ WERE FLVINS UNPER 

"" \ KO/ff CWV /VfflSff, , 

-V BV THE WAY/ 


' J'/M > 
NOT A 
THREAT.' 


THEY'RE 
TERRIFIEP ! 


THIS IS 
INSANE! 


\ f / R9 


#1 ^ 

k W 



■g/f Jl V 

—fT~~ 








/ N YOUR HEAP\ 
'NOW, CLARK/ IN ORPER> 
TO BLEEP YOUR MINP 
PRV, I HAVE TO BREAK 
THROUSH VOUR , 
\ NATURAL PSYCHIC / 
X. BARRIERS. 


EACH BARRIER X 
" TAKES THE FORM OF \ 
A MEMORY- A MEMORV 
I HAVE THE POWER TO 
wsr TO MY LIKINS. 

ANP WHEN ALL yoUR 
BARRIERS ARE BROKEN, 
V ALL y0UR MEMORIES J 
v CORRUPTEP... y 


...youR 
MINP IS 
MINE. 


S WHAT X \\, -- BaM 

are you \ \\ Wta 
WAITING FOR, 

V CLARK? STOP ^ 

— THEM BEFORE 

l THEV STOP 



■Mr 0fr i 


COURSE 1 

WFj0. 

■Lyou 90! 1 




PEEP POWN, you KNOW 
\THAT THEV'LL ALWAVS/ 
FEAR VOU. 


T I NEEP TO ^ 
/MAKE THE/M 
UNPERSTANP/ 
I'M ONLV HERE 
^ T O HELP/^ 

■S 7 I'm"t 

■ I JUST- , 


JUST 

r A tf/P FROM ^ 
KANSAS, RISHT? 
RAISEP ON BARBECUES 
ANP BALLSAMES/ 
yoU'RE JUST LIKE 
THEM/ 


you WANT ' 
TO TELL THEM 
THAT. BUT you 

know you 
K^CANT. 


r i can taste ^ 

YOUR EMOTION, CLARK/ 
HERE you ARE IN THE 
MIPPLE OF A FIREFISHT, 
ANP THE ONLV THINS 
THE MISHTV SUPERMAN 
REALLV FEELS IS... 


r I JUST ™ 
WANT TO GO 
v HOMS. A 


OKAV, 

CLARK.. 


LET'S 

SO 

HOME. 



1 rMKfi 

Mr • 

1 \ « ^ 

w^ho^esickJ 



\ 


llflf IT WAS A \ 
■ MISTAKE TO L 
EVER COME *- 


\ \ l ^ T ^ 

U Tv l—-"-" L 

1 rl / 

1 / /- | 
VI/ w y <s 

vT<\ ill r 

<7 1 \y^ GO THEV^^M 


. * ’ . V, v p I 

'] y WILL NEVER ^ 



*7 REALLV KNOW YOU. 1 



ANP BECAUSE OF THAT, 1 


JfL 





vv 

/ffkikmr 









\rsTOP"? 
Pare vou\ 

, KIPPING 

\A\e ?/y 

K I'M \ 

NOT THE \ 
ONE WHO 
GTARTEP l 

Vx IT/ 


UP... ^ 

WHAT I 
MEANT TO 
.SAY IS... i 


CLARK, WEVE KNOWN 
EACH OTHER SINCE 
WE WERE IN 
VKINPERGARPEN-- > 


/ -WEVE VT 
( ALWAYS BEEN ) 
\FRIENPS- 

7 -BUT ~'N 
( WHEN VOU FINALLY 
V ASKEP ME TO THE 

^ MOVIES--^ 

-ANP THEN X 

CONVINCEP ME TO \ 

CLIMB ALL THE WAV \ 

UP HERE WITH VOU- 
ANP I PO, BECAUSE I 
FOR SOME STRANGE / 

REASON I ACTUALLY / 

V. LIKE YOU- 
^ — I - -ANP \ 

/ / THEN VO U 1 

/ / X^TRV TO KISS L 


^ -NOIN ' 
YOU TELL ME 
.TO STOP? y 




NO/ 


SORRY 


LANA 


SUPPENLY 


FELT 


LIKE 


LIKE 


PejA 


vu 


OR 


SOME 


THING/ 




BUT N 
I'M FINE 




CLARK.'.' 


you REALLV THOUGHT 
you COULP SCORE 
V WITH LANA LANS. / 


KENT? 


MM 

©o ® *» ©©a © 
8*8 
im 


r LEAVE 
ME ALONE, 
lKENNV... 




gateSr 0R what? ^bb^ 

VOU'RE GONNA WS& 
EggaS SIC ONE OF P&5; 

PP& , vour cows Mm 

WmM, KBNNV 
Wii mm mk bravbrman/ 
WmWMmk leave us 

W0-:Wi'Si^'^ ALONE/ ><( 


~ I'M ^ 
WARNING 

^ you... . 


,S#IS? 


CLARK/ 




fl 1 






\Vo 

fW GOT HIM ON r^C 




^ \ \V 7 

l THE FIRST i \ 

V trv/ y m 

I • / 












i;|o^r^S 

1 X _ L - 

iiijjr i 

Mr - 





NO, NOT 
. THAT. 


HOW 

r MANV TIMES 1 
HAVE I TOLP 
YOU I REGRET 
THE PAV WE 
k EVER FOUNP 

k. you? vl 


THAT \ 
WE SHOULP \ 
HAVE JUST LEFT 
YOU TO PIE IN 
THAT GTUPIP 
k ROCKET / 
Tv SHIP? A, 




~ FLV ON ' 
BACK TO 
VOUR OWN 
kWORLP/y 


T 600P 
RIPPANCE, 
V “SON"/. 


r THE EMOTION 
THAT FILLER 
l youR CHILP- 
\ HOOP/ . 
SUCH 

PELICIOUS ■ 

SHAME f A 


SUCH A 
PELICIOUS 
EMOTION, 
CLARK. „ 


VOUR FATHER'S 
RISHT, CLARK. 
THE < 
WORLP WOULP 
BE SO MUCH 
BETTER OFF IF 

you'p NEVER 

LANDED rtN 







YOU'RE 
NOT A KIP 
FROM 
KANSAS. 


ANP ^ 
YOU KNOW 
v IT. > 


RIGHT WHERE^ JUST HOP IN ANP 


: T ESCAPE, CLARK. ESCAPE 
FROM THE SHAME, THE 
HA FEAR. THE FEELING 

THAT YOU'LL NEVER yl 
^ BELONG, 

isn't that\V‘ ; 

WHAT YOU 
v WANT? 


" BUT I 
CAN SHOW Y| 
YOU WHERE I 
YOU PO / 
^ BELONG.^j 

IT'S' 
f JUST 

W through 
V here... j 






THAT'S 
IT. 


'WAKE UP, 
KAL-EL." 


I JUST WANT^ 
TO SEE y0UR 
BEAUTIFUL EVES 
K BEFORE... a 


KNOW. 


' WE WILL' 
ALWAVS BE 

with you, 

. /MV CHILP. . 


/MV 

LISHT. 


MOTHER. 


L • ” r ■ ' \M r ' \ 

W .. <V \ 

$ K 




v<i . 1 I 













THAT'S 
IT, KAL... 


ENN... 

tVHAA. 


r this is \s rjr 
where you yv 
BELONG, j a, 
WKAL-EL. y, T- 
THISN 
*J>7 15 WHERE 
>i§ you ALWAVS 

KlHJ BELONSEP.y 


r let 
ME TAKE V» 
THEM FROM ) 
\VOU. y 

fcvZ LET MB' 

I BRiNs you 
■l PEACE. , 


ly THE >j 
PLACE you 
WERE NEVER 
MEANT TO 
V LEAVE. J 


y SO MANV X, 
EMOTIONS COURSINS 
THROUSH yOU, HERE 
AT THE VERV 

Abesinnins. 

A Zhere at\ 

THE VERV 

> V znp. J 






V wow. i ^ 

HAVE TO HAND 

it to you, 

V CLARK... A 


(WHATEVER.* 

you 

' HAVE THE /MOST ~ 
INCREPIBLB M/NP 
IT'S EVER BEEN MV 
. PLEASURE TO , 
V PRA/N PRV^J 

WELL, HAP.X—,'/ 

. ANVWAV. ) 


r THIS S 
CITV WILL BE 
LIBERATES, 
V CLARK. A 


MENTAL 

SHACKLES WILL NOV 
LONSER BIND ITS Jk 
►^CITIZENS. 

X METROPOLIS^ 
( CITV OF THE MINP- 
B I JUST WISH VOU 
COULD BE AWAKE 
TO SEE- ^ 




MV 

name's 

LOIS. 


f I'M 
HAVINS AN W 
EXTREMEL </ ■ 
WE/RP M 

i pav. 

y IF VOU WANT 

Imetropolis- 

Wbf —OR 

aK SUPERMAN 


r /o>im ~ 

/WMF 7"£7 GO 
THROUGH ME 
k P//?Sr. A 


ri 1 9 
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THEY H AVE SEEMINSLY 
DEPOSED THE WORLD'S 
HERO POPULATION AND 
COMMAND AN ARMY OF 
KILLERS, PSYCHOPATHS 
AND DEVIANTS KNOWN 
. AS THE SECRET , 
^ SOCIETY. ^ 


rOREYER EY/L' with that 
PRONOUNCEMENT THE CRIME 
SYNDICATE HAD ARRIVED ON 
^ OUR WORLD. ^ 




BUT WHO IS THIS 
BAND OF JUSTICE LEASUE 
DOPPELSANSERS? 


WHERE DO' 
THEY COME I 
FROM? J 

WHILE WE KNOW 
i LITTLE ABOUT THEM, 
THEY KNOW EVERYTHINS 
ABOUT US' 



F TAKE THEIR 
ABUSE OF THE VISILANTE 
KNOWN ONLY AS 
v. NIGHTWING / 


WELL, HE WAS ONLY A 
r WISHTWINS UNTIL THE 
SYNDICATE BROKE HIM 
DOWN AND ANNOUNCED HIS 
IDENTITY TO BE ONE 
^RICHARD GRAYSON. ' . 


: 




r I FIND NO > 
REASON TO DOUBT 
THEIR ABILITY OR 
. WILL TO DO SO. , 


FURTHERMORE, THEY PROMISED 
THEIR FOLLOWERS THAT THEY 
WOULD HUNT DOWN AND KILL EVERY 
FAMILY MEMBER AND ASSOCIATE 
k OF RICHARD "NIGHTWING" A 
kw GRAYSON. ^ 




je.\ 


MAKE 


MEANWHILE, 

THE INMATES CONTINUE 
TO LITERALLY RUN THE ASYLUM 
AS THE POWER VACUUM THE 
SYNDICATE CREATED HAS 
RESULTED IN ALL-OUT 
WAR.' 


THE EVER RESOURCEFUL 
BANE IS MAKING PARTICULAR 
HEADWAY IN GOTHAM C/TT. 


THERE IS ENOUGH 
GORE ON THE STREETS TO 
ONE MISS THE DAYS WHEN 
THE BAT OWNED THE CITY. 





I WILL BE 
HERE... EVERY 
DAY... EVERY 
MONTH... UNTIL 
. THE END. A 


► I AM THE 
CALENDAR MAN 
AND I AM 
. CHANNEL SZ . 


I BY NOW IT IS CLEAR THAT THIS 
t NEW EVIL WILL INDEED GO ON 
FOREVER. ^ 





